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Can-tastic field trip...
So what exactly does a Recycling Sunumit field trip entail?
Why, a jaunt to a local recycling center, of course. And
that's exactly what Summit attendees did in February dur-
ing an outing that took them to, among other places, the
Anchorage Recycling Center where cans, bottles and paper
were plentiful, and a good time was had by all.
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New 'Zero Waste'
Council takes action

By Roland Shanks, RCAC rural development specialist

ﬂ Wt;:w, now it even has a name)

What started as an idea at the First An-
nual Recycling Summit, held during the Alaska Forum on
the Environment, to form a statewide recycling group has
become a reality. The group is now organized and has chosen
the name Alaska Zero Waste Action Council (AZWAC),

The organizing committee has met several times via telecon-
ference to lay the groundwork for a new statewide associa-
tion to address solid waste and recycling issues in Alaska.
The issues people seem to want to address are common to
most recycling groups already working in the state.

During the Summit, hosted by Rural Community Assistance
Corporation (RCAC), the Valley Community for Recycling
Solutions (VCRS) and Alaska Inter-Tribal Council, in excess
of 60 people from more than 45 communities met over
the course of four days to discuss recycling in Alaska and
how it can be improved.

On the last day of the Summit, the group forged a strate-
gic plan for recycling in Alaska. Members discussed many
things that need to happen, but the continual question
was, “Who is going to do this?”

The group finally came to the conclusion that there was
aneed forastatewide recycling organization. About a dozen
folks volunteered to be on an organizing committee. Since
the Summit, those volunteers have been setting the new
organization's priorities.

All groups want to provide affordable transportation,
provide educational materials, build public support and
educate the public. There is also an interest in combining
resources to buy equipment and supplies. In addition,
the group recognizes the need to work on public policy
issues and funding for recycling at both the state and fed-
eral level. The organizing committee struggled with these
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