
Safer alternatives to hazardous household products  
Below are some examples of less toxic alternatives to household products.   If you 
can use these instead of hazardous products, your home will be safer and they can 
even save you money!   

You can print these two pages out and put them on your fridge for easy reference. 

 
All-purpose cleaner 

Dissolve 4 tablespoons baking soda in 1 quart warm water for a cleaning solution 
or use baking soda sprinkled on a damp sponge. Baking soda will clean all kitchen 
and bathroom surfaces. 

 
 
Drain cleaner 

Prevent drain clogging!  Use a strainer to trap food particles and hair, 
collect grease in cans rather than pouring it down the drain, and pour 
boiling water down the drain.  Do this every week for preventative 
maintenance.  

Put 1/2 cup baking soda and then 1/2 cup white vinegar down your drain 
and cover the drain. Let set for a few minutes, then pour boiling water down the 
drain to flush it.  

 
Furniture polish 

Dissolve 1 part lemon juice into 2 parts vegetable or mineral oil. Apply 
and polish with a soft cloth.  

 
 
Glass and Window Cleaners 

Use cornstarch and water, or mix 1/2 cup vinegar with one quart of warm 
water 

 
 
Metal cleaner/polish 

Aluminum Cleaner  To remove stains and discoloration from aluminum 
cookware, fill cookware with hot water and add 2 tablespoons creme of tartar 
to each quart of water. Bring solution to a boil and simmer ten minutes. Wash as 
usual and dry.  

 

 



Brass Cleaner  Clean and polish unlacquered brass to a shine with a soft cloth 
dampened with Worcestershire sauce.  

Silver Cleaner  To clean tarnish off gold and silver (not silver plate), use 
toothpaste and a soft toothbrush or cloth. Rinse with clean warm water and 
polish dry.  

Copper Cleaners Pour vinegar and salt over copper; rub and rinse. 

 
 Oven Cleaners 

Scrub with baking soda and water. Place liners in your oven to catch 
any drips during baking. Sprinkle salt on spills when they are warm 
and then scrub.  

 
 

Pests 
Use boric acid to kill ants and roaches when sprinkled liberally around the points 
of entry. Boric acid has some toxicity and should not be applied to areas where 
small children and animals are likely to contact it.  
 

 
Spot remover 

Immediately soak in cold water, lemon juice, club soda, or corn meal and water.  

To remove ink stains, put creme of tartar on the stain and squeeze a few drops 
of lemon juice over it. Rub into the stain for a minute, brush off the powder, 
and sponge with warm water. 

 

For more safer alternatives go to the following sites: 

King County Natural Resources Hazardous Wastes Page 
http://www.metrokc.gov/dnr/kidsweb/alternatives.htm  

EPA Region 5/Purdue University’s site 
http://www.epa.gov/grtlakes/seahome/housewaste/src/recipes.htm  

Hazardous Waste Management Program Office of Toxics and Solid Waste 
Management Department of Planning and Development Santa Clara County 
http://www.p2pays.org/ref/04/03591.htm#link6  
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